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PART 1: COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 

 

The Village of Ontonagon was founded in 1838 and is located within Ontonagon Township. The 

Village and surrounding Township are located at the mouth of the Ontonagon River, which is on 

the south shore of Lake Superior in the Western Upper Peninsula of Michigan (see Map 1). The 

Village is the county seat, the only incorporated municipality in the county, and a major trading, 

cultural, and social center for a large part of the west-central Upper Peninsula. 

 

Most of the Village’s residential and commercial development is established along the east side of 

the Ontonagon River, with industrial development adjacent to the harbor. The Ontonagon River 

serves as a drainage basin fed by several streams and flows into Lake Superior. The river also 

provided an early port for the shipping of copper and lumber and supported a fishing industry. 

 

The Village and Township have historically been heavily dependent on the extractive industries of 

mining, forestry and agriculture. Industries of this type are especially affected by fluctuations in 

the business cycle and changes in national and world markets. Thus, the economy of the Village 

and Township has undergone a pattern of boom and bust related to the major natural resources of 

copper and wood. More recently tourism has had a large impact on the local economy. The change 

in the predominance of these industries over time has affected employment opportunities and 

settlement patterns. 

 

The discovery of large amounts of copper in the early- and mid-19th century brought the area’s 

first boom and first influx of immigrants. During the 1860's, copper was widely used in the 

production of munitions for the Civil War, and the Village of Ontonagon became the largest town 

on Lake Superior. Copper mining continued as the dominant economic enterprise through World 

War I, but rapidly declined shortly thereafter when most of the mines in the area closed. In the 

1880’s large scale logging of the pine forests began with the wholesale purchase of land by the 

Diamond Match Company. By 1890, the two sawmills owned by the Diamond Match Company 

cut 300,000 board feet of lumber daily. In 1896, fire swept through the Village, and the company 

never rebuilt the sawmills. 

 

In the 1980s the area’s employment revolved around three 

single-employer industries: a corrugated medium paper mill, an 

operating copper mine, and a commercial shipbuilding firm. 

Beginning in 1995, economic conditions resulted in the mine 

terminating operations. The shipbuilding operations followed 

suit in 1998, and the paper mill terminated operations in 2009.  

 

Historically logging was an important industry, but many of the 

forests are now used for recreational purposes.  There are 199 

campsites in the Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park, 

which is located 15 miles west of the Village and has drawn 

roughly 300,000 visitors annually in recent years. Besides being major tourist attractions, the 

picturesque mountains of the 58,000-acre Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park and other 

areas of Ontonagon County are unique features of Michigan’s geography.   

Photo Credit: Laura Burke 
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    Map 1. Village of Ontonagon and Ontonagon Township Location 
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There are 21 major lakes, 26 major trout streams, nine waterfalls and four named rapids that are 

recreational assets within the county. Additionally, the County has 52 miles of shoreline along 

Lake Superior, the largest body of fresh water in the world. Tourism and recreation are now 

important to the Village’s and the Township’s economy, making winter sports, summer sports, and 

other recreational activities a potential growth area. 

 

LAND USE 

 

The Village’s land use is characterized by retail and service businesses set in a linear pattern along 

River Street (Highway US-45). The orientation of the development pattern, which follows the flow 

of the river, is northwest to southeast. The northern and eastern edge of the commercial district 

consists of residential neighborhoods. West of the Village and on the north side of the mouth of the 

Ontonagon River is a large industrial facility, Lakeshore, Inc. (owned by Oldenburg Group), which 

is not being utilized at this time. Also west of the Village, and on the south side of the mouth of the 

Ontonagon River, is the remains of the Smurfit-Stone Container Mill, which ceased production 

operations in 2010 and was razed in 2011. Port facilities line the river in this area. On the south 

side of the Ontonagon River and adjacent to the Smurfit-Stone Container site is the Village’s 

Riverfront Park, which is a recreation park with open space, picnic areas, fishing along the river, 

and volleyball courts. 

 

Adjacent to the park is the 38-slip Village Marina facility. The full service marina includes a boat 

hoist, service building, fish cleaning station, boat storage area, paved parking lot, and four boat 

launch ramps. Located between the Ontonagon River and downtown are railroad yards owned by 

the Escanaba and Lake Superior Railroad (E&LS) and an area known as the “island.” The island 

area is primarily open space except for two occupied housing units, two commercial buildings, two 

private marinas, one private park, and one Village park which exhibits two vacant older buildings 

previously used by the commercial fishing industry. The entire southern portion of the island is a 

wetland area. Separating the island from downtown is a waterway known as the slough. Once 

navigable by larger boats, the slough was separated from the flow of the river years ago. 

 

The Township, with the Village at its approximate center, is a composite of residential, 

commercial, agricultural, forestry, and streams-and-rivers zoning. The Township includes the 

Township Park campground and playground complex along the Township’s 22.6 miles of Lake 

Superior shoreline. The Ontonagon Airport also lies in the Township, adjacent to Highway M-64 

between the Village the Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park. 



VILLAGE & TOWNSHIP OF ONTONAGON CONSOLIDATED RECREATION PLAN 2012-2017 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

- 6 - 

 

UTILITIES 

 

The downtown and waterfront areas are 

served by the Village water and sewer 

system. Both utilities cross the 

Ontonagon River at the island.  These 

crossings are under the river bed.  

Construction has been completed on the 

water system improvement program, 

which links the three major rural 

communities—namely the Village of Ontonagon, Silver City in Carp Lake Township, and White 

Pine in Carp Lake Township. A river crossing exists from the marina area south of the railroad 

bridge. The Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park received an appropriation to construct a 

transmission main from Silver City to the State Park, which was constructed and completed in the 

summer of 2002.  The State Park is a major utility customer of the Village of Ontonagon. In spring 

2006, the Township added a sewage lift station to enable the community to service the Township 

Park and waterfront. Private utilities offered in the area include natural gas, electric, phone and 

DSL, cell phone and G3 wireless, cable TV and internet, and fiber optic networks. 

 

POPULATION TRENDS 

 

Tables 1, 2, and 3 summarize the socio-economic characteristics of the Village, Township, and 

County, respectively. As of 2010 the Village population is 1,494. This represents a 15.5% decline 

from 2000. Township population experienced a 12.7% decline over the same period to 2,579 in 

2010. Ontonagon County experienced a similar rate of decline: 13.2% from 2000 and 23.4% from 

1990 to 6,780 in 2010. Tables 4 and 5 show demographic details of the Village and Township, 

respectively. 

 

The population decline can be attributed to the permanent closure of the Smurfit-Stone Container 

Paper Mill in 2011. Table 4 reflects that the current population is older, with those at retirement 

age having comprised 19.8% of the population in 1980, now comprising 25.5%. The median age 

has increased from 36.8 years to 51.8 years over the same period. Table 3 reflects that the 

unemployment rate has increased from 6.5% in 1980 to 12.8% in 2010. This substantiates local 

wisdom that young people are leaving the area for work and those being attracted are retirees. 

 

Table 1. Socio-Economic Summary of Ontonagon Area—Village of Ontonagon 

 1990 2000 2010 

Total Population 2,040 1,769 1,494 

% Change -6.5% -13.3% -15.5% 

Median Household Income $21,048 $28,300 $32,950* 
*Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-2010 American Community Survey 5 Year Estimates; otherwise U.S. Census Bureau 
 

Table 2. Socio-Economic Summary of Ontonagon Area—Ontonagon Township 

 1990 2000 2010 

Total Population 3,238 2,954 2,579 

% Change N/A -8.8% -12.7% 

Median Household Income $22,004 $32,308 $33,150* 
*Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-2010 American Community Survey 5 Year Estimates; otherwise U.S. Census Bureau 

Photo Credit: Penny Hill 
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Table 3. Socio-Economic Summary of Ontonagon Area—Ontonagon County 

 1980 1990 2000 2010 

Total Population 9,861 8,854 7,818 6,780 

Percent Change -6.5% -10.2% -11.7% -13.3% 

Median Household Income $8,502 $21,147 $28,300 $35,269 

Civilian Labor Force 3,850 3,782 3,506 2,750
1
 

Percent Unemployment 6.5% 8.4% 8.1% 12.8%
1
 

Major Employment Sectors of 

Total Workforce: 

    

Agriculture, Forestry, 

Commercial Fisheries & Mining 
32.5% 18.0% 6.9% 2.8% 

Construction 4.8% 6.0% 7.0% 5.9% 

Manufacturing 14.0% 18.8% 15.1% 10.6% 

Transportation 1.4% 3.1% 4.5% 7.1% 

Communications 1.6% 2.5% 1.5% 1.8% 

Wholesale Trade 0.4% 0.8% 0.9% 0.6% 

Retail Trade 16.1% 20.4% 11.3% 15.7% 

Finance, Insurance, Real Estate N/A N/A 3.8% 3.1% 

Service Industries 22.0% 23.0% 14.4% 15.0% 

Public Administration N/A 4.0% 5.4% 4.5% 

Other N/A N/A 4.6% 6.7% 
1: Source: Civilian Labor Force Estimates, November 2011; otherwise 2006-2010 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates and historic sources 
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Table 4. Village of Ontonagon Demographics 

 1980 1990 2000 2010 

Population 2,182 2,040 1,769 1,494 

Change in Population -10.3% -6.5% -13.3% -15.5% 

Male 48.0% 48.3% 47.8% 48.9% 

Female 52% 51.7% 52.2% 51.1% 

Under 5 years 6.4% 6.9% 4.7% 3.7% 

5-17 (1980-1990) / 5-19 (2000-2010) 8.4% 15.8% 15.7% 14.9% 

18-64 (1980-1990) / 20-64 (2000-2010) 71.8% 53.5% 52.3% 55.9% 

65-Over 19.8% 23.8% 27.3% 25.5% 

White 99.5% 99.1% 97.7% 97.3% 

Black 0 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 

American Indian, Eskimo 0.4% 0.6% 0.7% 0.7% 

Other 1% 0.2% 1.6% 0.4% 

Median Age (years) 36.8 41.2 46.7 51.1 

25+ Years, High School-Equivalent or 

Higher 

70.7% 77.5% 83.8% 45.1* 

Number of Housing Units 900 950 891 910 

Number of Year-Round Housing Units 872 929 859 816 

% Renter Occupied 27% 30.1% 26.0% 29.1% 

% Owner Occupied 73% 69.9% 74.0% 70.9% 
 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-2010 American Community Survey, 5-Year Estimates; otherwise U.S. Census Bureau/historic sources 
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Table 5. Ontonagon Township Demographics 

 1990 2000 2010 

Population 3,238 2,954 2,579 

% Change in Population N/A -8.8% -12.7% 

% Male 49.3% 49.1% 50.3% 

% Female 50.7% 50.9% 49.7% 

Under 5 years 6.7% 4.6% 3.4% 

5-17 (1990) / 5-19 (2000-2010) 16.8% 18.0% 15.1% 

18-64 (1990) / 20-64 (2000-2010) 56.2% 55.0% 56.1% 

65-Over 20.4% 22.4% 25.4% 

% White 1.0% 97.6% 97.8% 

% Black 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 

% American Indian, Eskimo 1.3% 0.8% 0.6% 

% Other 0.0% 1.6% 1.5% 

Median Age (years) N/A 45.8 51.5 

% 25 Years and Over, Completed 

High School 
77.4% 87.1% 42.7* 

Number of Housing Units 1,652 1,694 1,774 

Number of Year-Round Housing 

Units 
1,478 1,429 1,387 

% Renter Occupied 22.3% 18.4% 19.7% 

% Owner Occupied 77.7% 81.6% 80.3% 
* Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-2010 American Community Survey, 5 Year Estimates; otherwise U.S. 

Census Bureau/historic sources 
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TRANSPORTATION 
 

Because of its remote northern location on the south shore of Lake Superior, transportation and 

communications are especially meaningful to the economy of Ontonagon. The Village of 

Ontonagon is at the northern terminus of US 45, which extends through the middle of the nation 

connecting Lake Superior with the Gulf of Mexico.  Terminal locations such as this, located on 

international boundary waters, do not have the advantage of transient or en route business or 

recreational traffic. To attract large volumes of tourist or business travel, then, it is necessary to 

develop “destination” types of attractions and incentives. 

 

Highway M-64 was built to accommodate 

the connection of Ontonagon with the 

Porcupine Mountains and White Pine, 

influencing the number of people visiting 

the downtown and waterfront areas. In 2006 

the Michigan Department of Transportation 

appropriated funds to change the location of 

Highway M-64 and the bridge crossing the 

Ontonagon River.  M-64 now crosses the 

river 2,500 feet upstream from its previous 

location and swing bridge (which has been 

demolished), creating a byway around the 

downtown district. (The new bridge is 

shown at left.) Large watercraft retain access to the Village Marina below the bridge, whereas 

smaller watercraft continue to navigate the river upstream of the marina.   

 

Public access to the river is available on Village-owned property at the marina and Riverfront 

Park.  Downstream from the M-64 bridge, access is currently limited by the industrial use of the 

property, and a pier rehabilitation project constructed in 1995 by the Army Corps of Engineers 

has resulted in the destruction, through erosion, of the Village’s only handicapped accessible 

boardwalk to the East Pier fishing area. 

 

Motor freight and car carry most of the goods and 

people over relatively good highways that connect the 

trunk lines (for average daily volumes, see Figure 1.)  A 

railroad is present in the Village of Ontonagon and 

Ontonagon Township, and Ontonagon is one of the few 

areas in the Upper Peninsula which has an existing rail 

yard (owned by the Escanaba and Lake Superior 

Railroad). Rail service to the Village of Ontonagon was 

discontinued in 2011. The status of the tracks is pending. 

 

Passenger air service is available at Hancock and Ironwood. The Ontonagon Township/County 

airport has a 3,500-foot runway and is available for private flights. Ontonagon County has a 

Figure 1. Daily Traffic Volume on Area  

Highways, 2010 (Source: MDOT Asset 

Management Council) 

Photo Credit: MDOT 
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public transit system, known as On-Tran, which operates a number of small buses. On-Tran 

provides countywide service Monday through Friday. Its facility is located on the west end of the 

Village off Highway M-64. 

 

FLOOD PLAINS 

 

The entire waterfront and a portion of the downtown are located in a 100 year flood plain. The 

Village participates in the National Flood Insurance Program. Major flooding has occurred in the 

Village caused by ice dams restricting the flow of spring runoff. These ice dams have occurred at 

the old M-64 Swing Bridge and at the mouth of the Ontonagon River. The last major flooding 

occurred in 1963. The slough area was closed to flowing water after the 1963 flood as a result of 

the construction of an earthen dike on the island. The dike remains in place and extends from the 

railroad grade downstream to the location of the previous M-64 bridge. Relocation of the bridge 

has alleviated the majority of the ice damming problems. 

 

PHYSIOGRAPHY 

 

The region surrounding Ontonagon Harbor was shaped during the Pleistocene glaciation. The 

Ontonagon River is the major stream in the largest watershed on the south shore of Lake 

Superior. 

 

The Ontonagon River runs in a northerly direction through the break between the Gogebic Range 

and Copper Range in Western Upper Peninsula. The Ontonagon River drains about a 1,390-

square mile area. The shape of the Ontonagon River’s drainage area and the topography of the 

drainage basin is such that high flows of short duration occur with rainfall of moderate intensity 

over a relatively small area. Most of the drainage area consists of well defined valleys, but near 

Lake Superior the river meanders through a broad, gently sloping plain. The upper basin is bowl-

shaped with four tributaries: the East, Middle, West, and South Branches of the Ontonagon 

River. 

 

CLIMATE 

 

Because of the moderating influences of Lake 

Superior, the Village of Ontonagon and 

Ontonagon Township have climatic and weather 

conditions less extreme than their northerly 

location might suggest. The mean annual 

temperature of 46 degrees Fahrenheit is 

surprisingly higher than that of the northern 

Lower Peninsula.  The mean annual snowfall is 

less than some areas of the Western Upper 

Peninsula and averages 142 inches per year, 

which is reflective of the area mean annual 

precipitation of 35 inches/year. Most of the 

Ontonagon area has a frost-free growing season  Photo Credit:Amanda Ollila 
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of 110 to 130 days, which is somewhat longer than in the interior parts of the Upper Peninsula 

and the northern Lower Peninsula but much shorter than in the coastal areas and all of the 

southern Lower Peninsula. 

 

GEOLOGY - SOILS 

 

Surface geology of the area consists primarily of Freda Sandstone and Nonesuch Shale; both 

Upper Precambrian formations. The soils near Lake Superior are generally sandy. Inland, five 

miles along the Ontonagon River is the Michigamme-Champion-Rockland Association, a 

shallow, stony, poorly-drained soil. The remaining area around the Village and harbor consists 

primarily of the Ontonagon-Rudyard-Pickford Association, a deep, well-drained to poorly-

drained clay type soil which has a very fine texture, and good water capacity. Except for the 

alluvial soils in the flood plain of the river, the soils in the Village were deposited underwater, 

when the predecessor to Lake Superior stood at higher levels and inundated the site of 

Ontonagon. As the Great Lakes water lowered and the surface of the land emerged, the soils 

were subjected to repeated reworking by surface water. The result is a complex mixture of soil 

types with a variety of textures and drainage characteristics. 

 

VEGETATION 

 

About 80% of Ontonagon County is in forests, as is about 89% of the Upper Peninsula of 

Michigan. The area surrounding the Village is primarily wooded. The major forest type is mixed 

northern hardwoods including Maple, White Pine, Red Pine, and Aspen.   

 

WILDLIFE 

 

Wildlife in the Ontonagon area is an abundant 

resource ranging from the larger species such as 

black bear, white-tailed deer, coyote, wolf, and fox to 

smaller species such as snowshoe hare, cottontail 

rabbit, ruffed grouse, duck and goose. Occasionally, 

fisher, eagle and bobcat are observed. A large variety 

of freshwater fish is also 

abundant in Lake Superior 

and the small inland lakes.  

These include such species as   

walleye, northern pike, trout, 

musky, bass,   perch, and 

whitefish. 

 

 

Photo Credit (above): DNR—

Porcupine Mountains 

Wilderness State Park 

Photo Credit (left): 

Amanda Ollila 
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PART 2A: VILLAGE ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 

See Figure 2 for an organizational chart. 

 

ONTONAGON VILLAGE COUNCIL 

 

The Village Council reviews and acts on recommendations received from the Planning 

Commission, Marina Commission, Recreation Commission and Village Manager. The Council 

determines and directs general policies toward the recreation needs of the Village. The Council 

also determines the amount of funds that are to be committed toward recreation endeavors. For 

2012, $44,725 is allocated to Village Marina operations and $52,750 to parks and recreation. 

Finally, the Council receives recreation ideas and concerns directly from the public. 

   

VILLAGE MANAGER 

 

The Village Manager is a voting member of both the Marina Commission and the Recreation 

Commission and acts as liaison between the Planning Commission and the Village Council. The 

Manager also directly supervises staff in both the Marina and recreation areas. The Manager 

makes budgetary recommendations to the Council and implements Council recreation policy. 

 

MARINA COMMISSION 

 

The Marina Commission makes, amends, revises and causes to be enforced written rules and 

regulations as necessary for proper administration of the Marina. It also provides and causes to 

be levied and collected adequate fees and rentals so that the marina is self-supporting.  All such 

regulations are submitted to the Village Council for approval. Upon approval, all such 

regulations may be enforced pursuant to ordinance. The Marina Commission also provides for 

and instructs the Harbor Master on necessary operation and maintenance of the marina and 

provides the Village Council with such plans for expansion or alteration as may be required to 

meet the needs of the boating public. 

 

RECREATION COMMISSION 

 

The Recreation Commission shall have primary responsibility for administration of the 

Ontonagon Multi-Purpose Recreation Building, which may be leased on a year-to-year basis. 

The Commission makes, amends, revises and causes to be enforced such written rules and 

regulations as necessary for proper administration of the facility. The Recreation Commission 

also considers and recommends to the Village Council whether particular fees for rentals for 

various activities in the building, as well as commissions upon services rendered there, should be 

imposed. Upon Village Council approval of particular fees, rentals or commissions, the 

Recreation Commission causes the same to be levied and collected. 

 

The Recreation Commission considers proposals for other recreational facilities or endeavors, or 

alterations to existing recreational facilities, and reports to the Ontonagon Village Council each 

year in February regarding the status of each recreational activity in the Village. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

The Village Planning Commission makes and adopts a master plan for the physical development 

of the Village, including any areas outside the boundaries of the Village which, in the Planning 

Commission’s judgment, bear relation to the planning of the Village. The Planning Commission 

is granted all powers and duties generally prescribed by state statute. 

 

VILLAGE RECREATION STAFFING 

 

 Village Manager spends 10 - 15% of time on recreation annually 

 

 Village employs a Marina Harbormaster six months from late April through mid-October 

each year 

 

 Village employs a Recreation Building Attendant part-time throughout the year on years 

when the building is not leased out 

 

 Numerous volunteers contribute time to provide manpower of all ice maintenance, and 

open skating supervision, and recreation building management 

 

 Potential volunteer labor and donations are taken into account in determining feasibility 

of recreation facility improvements and expansion (included as items in survey used in 

development of this plan (see Appendices B through F) 

 

 Village employees maintain grounds at Marina, Riverfront Park, James K. Paul Park, 

Recreation Building, and Little League Field
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PART 2B: TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 

See Figure 3 for an organizational chart. 
 

Ontonagon Township Park and its trails constitute the only developed recreation facility 

currently managed by the Township. These management responsibilities fall to the Ontonagon 

Township Parks Commission. This is an elected body established by the Township Board under 

the authority of Michigan Public Act 157 of 1905. The Parks Commission provides direction, 

policy, and day-to-day management of the operations of the Township Park facility. 

 

The Ontonagon Township Board of Trustees provides an annual General Fund contribution of 

support for the operation of the Township Park. This contribution, which is $5,000 in 2012, 

offsets operational costs at the park. The remaining operational budget for the Township Park 

comes from camping revenues ($85,086 in 2011). The Parks Commission oversees the activities 

of a full time Park Manager, who oversees both the camping and recreational activities of the 

park. The total 2012 recreation budget is $107,949. 

 

Like the Village, the Township utilizes and greatly values volunteer assistance with its 

facilities—namely the Township Park. Volunteer fundraising and labor were the driving force 

behind the playground at the Park. The Township will count on similar volunteer efforts for 

future projects. 

PART 2C: TOWNSHIP-VILLAGE CO-OPERATIONAL STRUCTURE 

 

In view of significant industrial economic loss suggestive of a benefit from shared efforts, the 

Township Board of Trustees and Parks Commission, in partnership with the Village Council, 

Village Planning Commission, and Village Recreation Commission, appointed a five-member 

Joint Recreation Advisory Panel.  The Panel’s primary goal will be to focus the combined 

community efforts on maximizing their recreational and economic opportunities available 

through the community’s abundance of natural resources.  The Advisory Panel will meet 

quarterly in joint recreation planning sessions to update and expand the combined community 

activities.  
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FIGURE 2. VILLAGE OF ONTONAGON RECREATION ADMINISTRATIVE 

STRUCTURE 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

FIGURE 3. ONTONAGON TOWNSHIP RECREATION ADMINISTRATIVE 

STRUCTURE 
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PART 2D: COUNCIL/BOARD/COMMISSION MEMBERS 

 

JOINT RECREATION ADVISORY PANEL 

Joe Erickson, Village Manager 

Sandra Hauswirth, Township 

Dianne Kattelus, Village Council 

Fred Lundberg, Village 

Bob Rotundo, Township Board 

Tony Smydra, Village Council 

Leslie Toombs, Village 

Joanne Wood, Township 

 

VILLAGE COUNCIL    VILLAGE PLANNING COMMISSION 

William Johnson, President    James Brogan, Chairman 

Thomas Banse, Trustee    Joseph Moskwa, Vice Chairman 

John Cane, Trustee     Henry Hoefferle 

John Hamm, Trustee     Dianne Kattelus, Trustee 

Dianne Kattelus, Trustee    Fred Lundberg 

Elmer Marks, Jr., Trustee     

Tony Smydra, Trustee      

 

VILLAGE RECREATION COMMISSION  VILLAGE MARINA COMMISSION 

Angela Flood      Fred Chamberlain, Vice Chairperson 

Angie Foley      Joe Erickson, Village Manager 

Jacek Olszewski     Jack Kattelus 

Missy Picotte      Elmer Marks, Jr., Trustee 

Tony Smydra, Trustee     Jim Richardson, County Representative 

Frank Wardynski     Jerry Roehm 

 

TOWNSHIP BOARD     TOWNSHIP PARKS COMMISSION 

Bill Chabot      Lawrence Bauer 

Brenda Hamm      Sandy Hauswirth 

Charles Maki      Elmer Marks 

Penny Saari      Jim Miles 

Steve Store      Bob Rotundo 

       Charles Sommer 

       JoAnn Wood 
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   Seven Principles of Universal Design 

1. Equitable Use: The design is useful and marketable to 

any group of users.  

2. Flexibility in Use: The design accommodates a wide 

range of individual preferences and abilities.  

3. Simple and Intuitive Use: Use of the design is easy to 

understand.  

4. Perceptible Information: The design communicates 

necessary information effectively to the user.  

5. Tolerance for Error: The design minimizes hazards 

and the adverse consequences of accidental or 

unintentional actions.  

6. Low Physical Effort: The design can be used 

efficiently and comfortably.  

7. Size and Space for Approach and Use: Appropriate 

size and space is provided for approach and use 

 

 

PART 3: RECREATION INVENTORY 

 

In order to determine the need for future recreational facilities and equipment in the Village and 

Township of Ontonagon, it is necessary to take stock of what is presently available.  This 

inventory was developed through examination of previous plans and consultation with Township 

and Village participants in the planning process. Table 6 and accompanying Maps 2 and 3 

provide this information for planning purposes. 

 

ACCESSIBILITY 

 

Universal design (Figure 4) must be taken into account when planning and renovating recreation 

facilities to broaden potential group of users and to gain the highest return on investment through 

maximum versatility and ease of access. Handicapped accessibility is an important component of 

universal design. 

 

Accessibility assessments and rankings are provided for each site based on the parameters 

outlined in the “DNR Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open 

Space, and Greenway Plans” as follows: 

 

 1=None of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 

 2=Some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines  

 3=Most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 

 4=Entire facilities/park meets accessibility guidelines 

 5=Entire facilities/park was developed/renovated using the principles of universal design 

 

  
Figure 4. Universal Design 
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VILLAGE OF ONTONAGON 

 

The Village of Ontonagon owns six recreation facilities and has several others owned by other 

entities within its boundaries (also see Table 6). 

 

1. James Paul Park is a mini-park located across from a veteran’s memorial in the downtown 

area. This small park has no facilities other than sitting benches. The park mainly serves the 

immediate neighborhood. 

2. Michigan Avenue Little League Field is a baseball field outside the Recreation Center used 

for Little League and available for neighborhood use. The park serves the Village and much 

of the Township’s outlying area. 

3. Ontonagon Marina provides long-term boat docking and public access to the Ontonagon 

River, which in turn provides access to Lake Superior. The park serves the Village and much 

of Ontonagon County, as few similar facilities are available. 

4. Ontonagon Recreation Facility is a 26,400-square foot indoor arena for ice skating and 

hockey with associated amenities. It also provides for summer events requiring a large floor 

area. The park serves the Village and much of the Township’s outlying area. 

5. Ontonagon Village Beach, also known as Lakeshore Drive Swimming Beach, is a strip of 

undeveloped Lake Superior beachfront directly accessible from Lakeshore Drive. The beach 

mainly serves the Village and Township. Part of the 2005 Ontonagon Township Park and 

Village of Ontonagon Waterfront Master Plan constitutes the beach’s site plan (Appendix 

A), which highlights the beach’s ongoing problems with erosion. 

6. Riverfront Park, located adjacent to the marina, is the largest park (five acres) owned by the 

Village. It has a picnic area, playground, large undeveloped green space, and vault toilets. 

Also within the park is a boardwalk along the Ontonagon River. The main service area is the 

Village and immediately outlying parts of the Township. 

 

ONTONAGON TOWNSHIP 

 

Ontonagon Township owns two recreation facilities (separated into three in Table 6). All 

facilities located within the Village are, of course, also located within the Township. 

 

1. Green Park is a roadside community park located near the Township’s northwestern border 

but leased long-term to adjacent Carp Lake Township. The Township has no ongoing 

involvement with the facility, which contains fire pits, a gazebo, and toilets. The park is a one 

acre in area. The park serves Carp Lake Township, including its many visitors. 

2. Ontonagon Township Park includes a semi-modern campground, playground, and one mile 

of hiking trails. The trails provide a connection to a Village lakefront sidewalk at the Village 

border. The park also contains a beach separate from the Village Beach as well as two 

buildings available for rent for both private and civic events. Both buildings are in need of 

major repair or replacement, with the “Legion Building” to be evaluated this year. The park 

also faces minor maintenance issues pertaining to picnic tables and soil erosion and stability, 

which are addressed in the Action Plan (Table 7). The entire park is 73 acres in area, 

approximately half of which remains undeveloped. The park serves the Township and some 

outlying areas of Ontonagon County. The park’s site plan is in Appendix A and partially 

depicted in Figure 5.  
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    Figure 5. 2005 Ontonagon Township Park Site Plan Map 

  



VILLAGE & TOWNSHIP OF ONTONAGON CONSOLIDATED RECREATION PLAN 2012-2017 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

- 21 - 

 

Previous DNR Recreation Grants 

 

DNR recreation grants previously received by the Village and Township of Ontonagon are as 

follows: 

 

Village 

 

Boardwalk and Riverfront Park 

 Development grant #26-01436 of 1986 in the amount of $22,591: 

o Paved entrance road & parking (remains in use) 

o Tot lot (remains in usable condition) 

o Landscaping (in state of deterioration) 

o Fisherman’s walkway (remains in use in good condition) 

o Picnic tables (many remain; maintained and replaced as necessary) 

o Vault toilet (remains in use in fair condition) 

 

Marina and Adjacent Areas 

 Development grant #26-00179 of 1969 (“Ontonagon Marina”) in the amount of $60,000 

o Toilet building (functioning in usable condition) 

o Electricity & lighting (functioning and in use) 

o Access road with parking lot (remains in good condition) 

o Slope protection within mooring basin (believed to remain in good condition) 

o LWCF sign (remains legible and in place) 

 Development grant #26-01031 of 1978 (“Ontonagon Mooring Facilities”) in the amount 

of $59,762.79 

o Finger piers (still functioning their intended purpose) 

o LWCF sign (remains legible and in place) 

 Development grant #TF91-236 of 1991 (“Island Shoreline Improvement”) in the amount 

of $75,000 

o Boardwalk (remains in use in good condition) 

o Deck (remains in use in good condition) 

o Floating docks (remains in use in good condition) 

o Picnic facilities (remains in use in good condition) 

o Shore stabilization (remains in place) 

o Landscaping (completed but has been subject to wear and tear) 

o Parking (remains in use) 

 Development grant #26-01516 of 1992 (“Boat Launch Dock/Boardwalk”) in the amount 

of $52,358.68 

o Docking, boardwalk, & shoreline protection (serving intended use but have 

undergone wear and tear) 
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 Acquisition grant #TF06-032 of 2006 (“Ontonagon Marina Acquisition”) in the amount 

of $87,000 

o Acquisition of two acres of Ontonagon Riverfront property for the development 

of a recreational boating facility and public fishing access at the current marina 

o This grant has not yet been utilized, land has not yet been acquired, and the 

facility has thus not been developed 

Recreation Facility 

 Development grant #26-01023 T2 of 1977 in the amount of $169,153.74. 

o Ice rink (remains in use in good condition) 

o LWCF sign (remains in place and legible) 

 

Township 

 

Township Park 

 Development grant number 26-01161 of 1980 in the amount of $5,656.52 

o Access road (remains in use in good condition) 

o Storage/shelter building (remains in use in reasonably good condition) 

 Development grant number TF06-075 of 2006 in the amount of $232,800 

o New restroom/shelter building (remains in use in good condition) 

o Pedestrian bridge and trails (remains in use in good condition) 

o Campsite expansion (in use as completed) 

o Electrical upgrades (functioning and in use) 

o Interpretive signage and hiking trails (functioning and in use) 
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Photo Credit: MDNR Photo Credit: 

CopperCountry.com  

 

Table 6. Recreation Inventory: Village and Township of Ontonagon 

Location Type Owner-

ship 

Accessibility 

Assessment 
Existing Facilities & Area 

Green Park 

(located outside 

Village limits) 

Community 

Park 

Township 

(99-year 

lease to 

Carp Lake 

Twp.) 

2 
Gazebo, fire pits, toilets; approx. 

One acre 

James Paul Park Mini-Park Village 2 Sitting benches; approx. ¼ acre 

Michigan Avenue 

Little League Field 

Outdoor 

Sports Field 
Village 1 

Little League baseball field 

adjacent to Ontonagon Recreation 

Facility; approx. 3½ acres 

Ontonagon Area 

Elementary School 

(closed) 

Outdoor 

Sports Facility 

& Playground 

School 2 

Little League baseball, outdoor 

basketball, track, football and 

playground 

Ontonagon Area School 
Indoor/Outdoor 

Sports Facility 
School 3 

Indoor basketball, outdoor 

volleyball and basketball, track, 

football, three tennis courts 

Ontonagon Golf Club 

(located outside 

Village limits) 

Golf Course 

Private 

(open to 

public) 

2 Nine-hole golf course with club 

Ontonagon Marina Marina Village 2 

38-slip marina, fishing, boat ramp, 

launch, boat hoist, fish cleaning 

station; approx. 10 acres 

Ontonagon 

Recreation Facility 
Indoor Arena Village 2 

Ice skating, ice hockey, restrooms, 

warming shelter, concession stand; 

26,400 sq. ft. 

Ontonagon Township 

Park 

Outdoor 

Campground & 

Playground 

Township 2 

64-site campground with electrical 

hook-ups at sites & water/sewer 

available, showers, toilets, 

playground, beach, picnic area, 

lakefront path; 73 acres 

Ontonagon Township 

Park Hiking Trails 
Trail Township 1 One mile of hiking/nature trail 

Ontonagon Village Beach Beach Village 1 
Undeveloped beach area; approx. 

11½ acres 

Riverfront Park & 

Boardwalk 

Community 

Park & 

Playground 

Village 2 

Picnic area, playground, three 

volleyball courts, walking path, 

toilets; approx. five acres 
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Map 2. Village of Ontonagon and Ontonagon Township-Owned Recreation Facilities 

 

 
  

Photo Credit (left): 

Amanda Ollila 

Photo Credit (above): 

CopperCountry.com 
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   Map 3. Recreation Facilities in Ontonagon County  
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PART 4: DESCRIPTION OF PLANNING PROCESS 

 

In December 2011, the Village and Township of Ontonagon selected the Western Upper 

Peninsula Planning and Development Regional Commission (WUPPDR) to develop an updated 

five-year recreation plan.  WUPPDR staff met twice with the Township and Village as they were 

arranging their recreation planning structure. Staff took input on priorities and survey items, and 

a survey draft was developed and approved. After a press release (Appendix B), notice of the 

survey’s availability was published in the following newspapers: Ontonagon Herald, Ironwood 

Daily Globe, and Houghton Daily Mining Gazette. The survey’s availability was also announced 

on Ontonagon Radio Station Y101 on the Jan Tucker Show. 

 

Interested persons could respond to the survey from December 2011 through January 2012 to 

further aid in establishing recreation priorities.  The survey was available online at the WUPPDR 

website, http://www.wuppdr.org, and paper copies were available at the Township Library and 

Village office. Ultimately 129 responses were received to the survey, the majority being online. 

The surveys were virtually identical with regard to content, and their results were combined for 

analysis. The full print survey form, aggregate results in the survey form and in a Survey Gizmo 

report, descriptive charts, and categorized comments can be found in Appendices C through G, 

respectively. In addition to the survey, the Ontonagon Village/Township Joint Recreation 

Advisory Panel held planning sessions during October, November, and December 2011 and 

January and February 2012. 

 

Members of the public had the opportunity to comment on Village and Township recreation 

planning at public meetings at various stages of the development of this plan. After sufficient 

input had been taken, and with the approval of the established Village and Township decision-

making bodies, the Joint Recreation Advisory Panel met with WUPPDR staff to finalize the joint 

recreation plan to present to both the Village and Township Planning Commissions. The 

resulting Five-Year Recreation Plan draft focused heavily on the results of the extensive 

recreation survey. 

 

The required 30-day review and comment period for the draft was announced at the April 23, 

2012 Village Council meeting (minutes in Appendix H). A press release (Appendix I) was done 

for the same on April 25, 2012. In addition, the Village and Township posted notices around the 

community and in the April 25 edition of the Ontonagon Herald (Appendix J). The draft was 

available for examination at the same outlets where the survey had been. Two submissions of 

written comments were received and are summarized in Appendix K. 

 

After minor modifications of the Plan draft based on this public input, a public hearing was held 

by the Joint Panel on June 11, 2012 to take final comment on the Plan. Notice of the hearing was 

given in the Ontonagon Herald on June 6 (Appendix L). Minutes from the hearing are in 

Appendix M. The Plan was approved by both the Village and the Township at regular meetings 

on June 11 following the hearing. The adoption resolutions are in Appendix N. 
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PART 5: GOALS & OBJECTIVES 

 

The cooperative goals and objectives of the Village of Ontonagon and the Township of 

Ontonagon are to provide facilities, programs and opportunities which sufficiently meet the 

recreation needs of all residents and its visitors; to manage land and water resources within the 

Village and Township; to provide for future generations; and to spend limited recreation funds in 

an efficient manner. 

PART 6: RECREATION NEEDS - BASIS FOR ACTION PLAN 

 

When determining the need for recreation opportunities in the Village and Township, several key 

elements need to be analyzed in order to formulate an Action Plan.  Based on the recreation 

survey, discussions with residents, and the involved legislative and advisory bodies, a variety of 

recreation deficiencies were identified.  The Action Program (Part 7) is intended to provide for 

those needs which are most evident at the present time and for which developing trends indicate 

a need. 

 

Based on the survey completed for this Recreation Plan, respondents from inside and outside the 

area feel the number one project they would like to see happen is a hiking, biking, cross-country 

ski trail system in the Village, including necessary trail grooming and maintenance equipment.  

There is a clear need, in residents’ minds, for a trail through the Village that connects to the 

existing Township trail. The area currently has a deficiency in this type of recreation facility 

considering the current and growing popularity of trails and the opportunities they offer. 

 

A trail system may be the one issue directly affecting both units of government, but the ongoing 

and past unmet needs for each are many. Both units of government—but especially the Village, 

considering its greater number of developed recreation facilities—face recreation maintenance 

and deficiency issues that have been unaddressed for budgetary reasons. These will be addressed 

as possible, but meanwhile, residents and survey respondents have identified several new 

projects building on existing assets that would greatly enhance opportunities for residents and 

visitors. 

 

The Five-Year Action Program identifies specific projects to allow such assets to meet their full 

potential. Most of these projects were also identified by the preceding Village and Township 

Recreation Plans. Although the 2006-2011 Ontonagon Township Recreation Plan was successful 

in realizing significant improvements to the Township Park, the 2007-2011 Village of 

Ontonagon Recreation Plan outlined a long list of potential projects, only the highest priority of 

which were realized. Those projects provide a basis and context for the needs and projects 

identified in this Plan. Rationale for the items in the 2007-2011 Village of Ontonagon Recreation 

Plan are listed in Appendix O. The Village component of the 2005 Ontonagon Township 

Park/Village of Ontonagon Waterfront Master Plan, which contains additional uncompleted 

work, is in Appendix A. The community should continue to explore opportunities for recreation 

trails, including snow, ORV, water, equestrian, and others. 
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PART 7: FIVE-YEAR ACTION PROGRAM 

 

It was decided that in Ontonagon Village the top priorities for recreation would be to utilize a 

variety of funding sources to pursue 1) access to the East and West Piers, 2) non-motorized trails 

and pathways, 3) beach access improvements, 4) parks improvements, and 5) public restrooms in 

the downtown and riverfront areas. A number of potential project funding sources were 

identified. Other Village/Township projects were recognized as important but of lower priority. 

These were 1) snowmobile/ORV trails and access, 2) biking/hiking trail access to Porcupine 

Mountains Wilderness State Park, and 3) marina expansion, a project of the Marina Commission. 

 

In Ontonagon Township the highest priorities were all allocated to the Township Park. These 

included projects such as landscaping, building improvements and construction, campsite 

development, and overall modernization. All prioritized projects would be funded by grant 

monies, local funds, or both. Projects will occur from 2013 to 2017, allowing the remainder of 

2012 to be used mostly for remaining planning tasks. See Table 8 for details. 

 

A trail system spanning both units of government is the one project that absolutely requires the 

cooperation of the Village and the Township. This will start with simple planning and continue 

on to obtaining easements through private properties.  As projected in the Action Plan, Village 

monies will be allocated in 2014 to construct the trail system.  This, of course, should not take 

away from the variety of other projects proposed for the Village and Township as shown in the 

Action Plan. 
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Table 7. Five-Year Action Plan 

Year Project Title/Description 
Estimated 

Cost 
Funding Source 

2013 

VILLAGE: 

East and West Pier Access 

$50,000 to 

$100,000 

DEQ Waterways Grants, DNR Trust 

Fund, and Others; Local Match 

TOWNSHIP PARK: 

1. Add Picnic Tables to Playground Area 

2. Improve Soil Stability in Center Campsites 

3. Add Wi-Fi Capability 

4. Replace Gateway Signage 

5. Improve Information Billboard Availability 

6. Add Two Wilderness Campsites 

7. Evaluate Legion Building Improvements 

$30,000 Local 

2014 

VILLAGE: 

Biking/Hiking/Walking Trails & Pathways 

$25,000 to 

$100,000 

MDOT TE Funds, DNR Trust Funds, and 

Others; Local & In-Kind Matches 

TOWNSHIP PARK: 

1. Add Native Plantings for Erosion Control 

2. Replace Aging Picnic Tables 

3. Upgrade Vault Toilet in Playground Area to Green Toilet 

$25,000 Grants/Local 

2015 

VILLAGE: 

Beach Access Improvements 

$20,000 to 

$80,000 

DEQ Waterways, DNR Trust Funds, and 

Others; Local & In-Kind Matches 

TOWNSHIP PARK: 

Add New Office Storage Building 
$150,000 Grants/Local 

2016 

VILLAGE: 

Park Improvements (any Village parks: landscaping, equipment, 

construction, etc.) 

$10,000 to 

$100,000 

DNR Trust Fund & Others; 

Local & In-Kind Matches 

TOWNSHIP PARK: 

Replace Shelter House with Pavilion 
$234,000 Grants/Local 

2017 

VILLAGE: 

Downtown/Riverfront Public Restrooms 

$80,000 to 

$150,000 

DNR Trust Fund & Others; 

Local & In-Kind Matches 

TOWNSHIP PARK: 

Blacktop Roads 
$300,000 Grants/Local 
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Appendix B 

 

Press Release: Recreation Survey



       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

News Release 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

 

Media Contact:  

Ashley Curtis, Executive Assistant 

906.482.7205, ext. 320 

acurtis@wuppdr.org 

 

 

November 30, 2011 

 

 

Recreation Plan Survey Available for the Village and Township of Ontonagon 

 

 

The Western Upper Peninsula Planning and Development Region (WUPPDR) is the in process of 

updating the Village and Township of Ontonagon’s five-year Recreation Plan.  Residents of the Village 

and Township of Ontonagon can assist in the planning effort by taking a brief survey.  The survey is 

available at www.wuppdr.org.  Paper copies are also available in the Village Office, located at 315 

Quartz Street, Ontonagon, MI 49953. 

 

The survey will become available on December 5, 2011 and be available until January 3, 2012.  For 

further information, please contact Jerald Wuorenmaa at 906.482.7205, ext. 319 or 

jwuorenmaa@wuppdr.org.  

 

 

 

### 
 

Western Upper Peninsula  
Planning & Development Regional Commission 

                                 P.O. BOX 365, HOUGHTON, MICHIGAN 49931 

                                 906-482-7205 
 
FAX 906-482-9032  E-MAIL: info@wuppdr.org  

http://www.wuppdr.org/
mailto:jwuorenmaa@wuppdr.org


 

 

Appendix C 

 

Recreation Survey Form 



Ontonagon Village & Township Recreation Survey 2011-12 

 
Ontonagon Village and Township are collaborating to create a consolidated recreation plan for the next five years. The 
Recreation Committees are seeking public input to help plan for new activities, facilities, and improvements to existing 
facilities over the next five years. Please return this survey BY JANUARY 3 in person to the Ontonagon Village or Twp. 
Building or WUPPDR, 393 E Lakeshore Dr, Houghton; or by mail to WUPPDR, P.O. Box 365, Houghton, MI 49931. 
 

1. Where is your primary residence?  
___ Village of Ontonagon   ___ Elsewhere in Ontonagon Township   ___ Elsewhere in Ontonagon County 
___ Outside of Ontonagon County; specify: _________________________________________________ 
 

2. Number of persons in your household by age:   0-5 ____ 6-12 ____ 13-19 ____ 20-39 ____ 40-64 ____ 65+ ____  
 

3. Does anyone in your household have a disability or require specialized recreation?  Yes___ No___   
If yes, please explain: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Does anyone in your household use or take part in any of the following? (Check ALL that apply). 
[   ] Archery   [   ] ATV trails (recreational) [   ] Baseball fields  [   ] Basketball courts 
[   ] Bicycling (mtn.) [   ] Bicycling (path/road/trail) [   ] Boating/canoeing  [   ] Campgrounds 
[   ] Camping (RV) [   ] Camping (tent)  [   ] Canoe/kayak stream trips [   ] Dance 
[   ] Fishing - streams [   ] Fishing – inland lakes [   ] Fishing – Lake Superior [   ] Golf 

 [   ] Hiking  [   ] Hockey   [   ] Horseshoes   [   ] Hunting 
 [   ] Ice skating  [   ] Kayaking   [   ] Picnicking   [   ] Playgrounds 
 [   ] Running/jogging [   ] Senior exercise  [   ] Shooting   [   ] Skiing (x-country) 
 [   ] Skiing (downhill) [   ] Sledding   [   ] Snowboarding  [   ] Snowmobiling 
 [   ] Snowshoeing [   ] Soccer   [   ] Softball fields  [   ] Swimming 
 [   ] Tennis  [   ] Volleyball   [   ] Walking   [   ] Youth sports 
 [   ] OTHER (Please specify: ______________________________________________________________ ) 
 

The following questions pertain to your use of existing Village- or Township-owned recreation facilities: 

5. Township Park (located along Lakeshore Drive in the Village) 
How many days a year do you use this facility (circle one)?     Less than one      1-5      6-20      21+ 
 
Circle one response to the following statement: “The Township should improve beach access within the park and 
construct a beach observation platform in the existing camping area.” 
Strongly Disagree      Somewhat Disagree               Neutral                Somewhat Agree   Strongly Agree 
 
Circle one response to the following statement: “The Township should construct a new public pavilion (with 
restroom facilities) at the south end of the park.” 
Strongly Disagree      Somewhat Disagree               Neutral                Somewhat Agree   Strongly Agree 
 
Comments on the above questions: ________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What changes would you like to see made to the park, or what ideas do you have with regard to its use? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



6. Lakefront Sidewalk/Pathway to Township Park 
How many days a year do you use this facility (circle one)?     Less than one      1-5      6-20      21+ 
What changes would you like to see made to it, or what ideas do you have with regard to its use? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Village Beach 
How many days a year do you use this facility (circle one)?     Less than one      1-5      6-20      21+ 
What changes would you like to see made to it, or what ideas do you have with regard to its use? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Village Boardwalk & Riverfront Park 
How many days a year do you use this facility (circle one)?     Less than one      1-5      6-20      21+ 
What changes would you like to see made to it, or what ideas do you have with regard to its use? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Village Marina 
How many days a year do you use this facility (circle one)?     Less than one      1-5      6-20      21+ 
 
Circle one response to this statement: “The Village should proceed with the 2009-2010 engineering plan for 
upgrades to and expansion of the existing marina (primarily using grant funds, as available).” 
Strongly Disagree      Somewhat Disagree               Neutral                Somewhat Agree   Strongly Agree 
 
Comments on the above question: ________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Village Recreation Facility (Hockey Arena/Sports Fields) 
How many days a year do you use this facility (circle one)?     Less than one      1-5      6-20      21+ 
What changes would you like to see made to it, or what ideas do you have with regard to its use? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Please respond to the following statements regarding potential recreation projects: 

11. The Village should construct a pavilion off the marina parking lot near the lift piers for recreation and boating 
activities. 
Circle one:       Strongly Disagree        Somewhat Disagree         Neutral         Somewhat Agree        Strongly Agree 
 
Comments on the above question: _______________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. The Village should construct a band shell at Riverfront Park. 
Circle one:       Strongly Disagree        Somewhat Disagree         Neutral         Somewhat Agree        Strongly Agree 
 
Comments on the above question: _______________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 



13. The Village should upgrade landscaping at Riverfront Park. 

Circle one:       Strongly Disagree        Somewhat Disagree         Neutral         Somewhat Agree        Strongly Agree 

 

Comments on the above question: _______________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

14. The Village should construct a skate park at a desirable location. 
Circle one:       Strongly Disagree        Somewhat Disagree         Neutral         Somewhat Agree        Strongly Agree 
 
What location would be best? ___________________________________________________________________ 
Other comments on the above question: __________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

15. The Village should construct a hiking/biking/cross-country ski trail through the Village and acquire maintenance 
and grooming equipment for it. 
Circle one:       Strongly Disagree        Somewhat Disagree         Neutral         Somewhat Agree        Strongly Agree 
 
Comments on the above question: _______________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

16. Please rate the importance of the following potential projects on a scale of 1 (lowest) to 10 (highest):

a. ____ Riverfront Park landscaping 
b. ____ Riverfront Park band shell 
c. ____ Riverfront/downtown restrooms 
d. ____ West Pier public access 
e. ____ East Pier public access repair 
f. ____ Pier walkway lighting 
g. ____ Marina upgrade and expansion 
h. ____ In-floor artificial ice in arena 
i. ____ Enclosed heated viewing area in arena 
j. ____ Arena dasher boards renovation 

k. ____ Engineering study for arena options 
l. ____ Second Little League field renovation 
m. ____ Snowmobile trails (develop & groom) 
n. ____ Skate park 
o. ____ Marina pavilion 
p. ____ Hiking/biking/x-country ski trail 
q. ____ Township Park beach observation 

platform 
r. ____ Township Park pavilion & restrooms 

 
 

If you are interested in volunteering to assist with local recreation projects, please check one or more of the following 

options and leave contact information:  

___ Volunteer time/labor Name & Phone/E-Mail: ____________________________________________________ 

___ Donate equipment use             Address: ____________________________________________________ 

___ Donate materials                               ____________________________________________________ 

Additional information: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please write general comments on Village/Township recreation facilities & programs on the back of this page. 

Thank you!  Your input is important to help identify and prioritize recreation projects.

Survey results will be included in the draft 2012-2016 Recreation Plan, which will be available for public review early 

next year at least one month prior to a public hearing for its adoption. Notice of the draft's availability and the hearing 

will be publicized at the appropriate times. If you would like to be personally notified of the draft Plan’s availability, 

please leave contact information on the back of this survey and, if you prefer mail, a self-addressed stamped envelope. 



 

 

Appendix D 

 

Recreation Survey Results in Form 



Ontonagon Village & Township Recreation Survey 2011-12 

 
Ontonagon Village and Township are collaborating to create a consolidated recreation plan for the next five years. The 
Recreation Committees are seeking public input to help plan for new activities, facilities, and improvements to existing 
facilities over the next five years. Please return this survey BY JANUARY 3 in person to the Ontonagon Village or Twp. 
Building or WUPPDR, 393 E Lakeshore Dr, Houghton; or by mail to WUPPDR, P.O. Box 365, Houghton, MI 49931. 
 

1. Where is your primary residence?  
48.4% Village of Ontonagon   18.8% Elsewhere in Ontonagon Township   9.4% Elsewhere in Ontonagon County 
23.4% Outside of Ontonagon County; specify: 3 Elsewhere in U.P.; 9 Lower Peninsula MI; 16 Other States 
 

2. Number of persons in your household by age:   0-5 40   6-12 14   13-19 17   20-39 26   40-64 141   65+ 48  
 

3. Does anyone in your household have a disability or require specialized recreation?  Yes 114   No 5  
If yes, please explain: 2 Wheelchair; 3 Others 
 

4. Does anyone in your household use or take part in any of the following? (Check ALL that apply). 
[30] Archery   [59] ATV trails (recreational) [8] Baseball fields  [12] Basketball courts 
[31] Bicycling (mtn.) [57] Bicycling (path/road/trail) [66] Boating/canoeing  [47] Campgrounds 
[39] Camping (RV) [36] Camping (tent)  [46] Canoe/kayak stream trips [11] Dance 
[56] Fishing - streams [66] Fishing – inland lakes [53] Fishing – Lake Superior [31] Golf 

 [67] Hiking  [10] Hockey   [12] Horseshoes  [66] Hunting 
 [21] Ice skating  [41] Kayaking   [58] Picnicking   [27] Playgrounds 
 [25] Running/jogging [23] Senior exercise  [44] Shooting   [45] Skiing (x-country) 
 [39] Skiing (downhill) [27] Sledding   [11] Snowboarding  [43] Snowmobiling 
 [62] Snowshoeing [2] Soccer   [5] Softball fields  [49] Swimming 
 [6] Tennis  [10] Volleyball   [78] Walking   [11] Youth sports 
 [19] OTHER (Please specify: ______________________________________________________________ ) 
 

The following questions pertain to your use of existing Village- or Township-owned recreation facilities: 

5. Township Park (located along Lakeshore Drive in the Village) 
How many days a year do you use this facility (circle one)?   Less than 1 24.8%  1-5 39.2%  6-20 24.8%  21+ 11.2% 
 
Circle one response to the following statement: “The Township should improve beach access within the park and 
construct a beach observation platform in the existing camping area.” 
Strongly Disagree 12.9%  Somewhat Disagree 9.7%  Neutral 31.5%  Somewhat Agree 28.2%  Strongly Agree 17.7 
 
Circle one response to the following statement: “The Township should construct a new public pavilion (with 
restroom facilities) at the south end of the park.” 
Strongly Disagree 8.7%  Somewhat Disagree 5.6%  Neutral 26.2%  Somewhat Agree 38.1%  Strongly Agree 21.4% 
 
Comments on the above questions: ________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What changes would you like to see made to the park, or what ideas do you have with regard to its use? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



6. Lakefront Sidewalk/Pathway to Township Park 
How many days a year do you use this facility (circle 1)?   Less than one 30.4%  1-5 31.2%  6-20 19.2%  21+ 19.2% 
What changes would you like to see made to it, or what ideas do you have with regard to its use? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Village Beach 
How many days a year do you use this facility (circle 1)?    Less than one 25%  1-5 32.3%  6-20 28.2%  21+ 14.5% 
What changes would you like to see made to it, or what ideas do you have with regard to its use? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Village Boardwalk & Riverfront Park 
How many days a year do you use this facility (circle 1)?     Less than one 28.7%  1-5 46.7%  6-20 18.9%  21+ 5.7% 
What changes would you like to see made to it, or what ideas do you have with regard to its use? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Village Marina 
How many days a year do you use this facility (circle 1)?     Less than one 45.9%  1-5 29.5%  6-20 14.8%  21+ 9.8% 
 
Circle one response to this statement: “The Village should proceed with the 2009-2010 engineering plan for 
upgrades to and expansion of the existing marina (primarily using grant funds, as available).” 
Strongly Disagree 9.6%  Somewhat Disagree 3.5%  Neutral 34.2%  Somewhat Agree 26.3%  Strongly Agree 26.3% 
 
Comments on the above question: ________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Village Recreation Facility (Hockey Arena/Sports Fields) 
How many days a year do you use this facility (circle 1)?  Less than one 53.3%  1-5 37.5%  6-20 6.7%  21+  2.5% 
What changes would you like to see made to it, or what ideas do you have with regard to its use? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Please respond to the following statements regarding potential recreation projects: 

11. The Village should construct a pavilion off the marina parking lot near the lift piers for recreation and boating 
activities. 
Strongly Disagree 13.2%  Somewhat Disagree 5.8%  Neutral 43%  Somewhat Agree 26.4%  Strongly Agree 11.6% 
 
Comments on the above question: _______________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. The Village should construct a band shell at Riverfront Park. 
Strongly Disagree 15%  Somewhat Disagree 8.3%  Neutral 29.2%  Somewhat Agree 38.3%  Strongly Agree 9.2% 
 
Comments on the above question: _______________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 



13. The Village should upgrade landscaping at Riverfront Park. 

Strongly Disagree 5.8%  Somewhat Disagree 6.6%  Neutral 38.8%  Somewhat Agree 28.9%  Strongly Agree 19.8% 

 

Comments on the above question: _______________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

14. The Village should construct a skate park at a desirable location. 
Strongly Disagree 12.4%  Somewhat Disagree 2.5%  Neutral 37.2%  Somewhat Agree 28.9%  Strongly Agree 19% 
 
What location would be best? ___________________________________________________________________ 
Other comments on the above question: __________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

15. The Village should construct a hiking/biking/cross-country ski trail through the Village and acquire maintenance 
and grooming equipment for it. 
Strongly Disagree 6.5%  Somewhat Disagree 6.5%  Neutral 19.4%  Somewhat Agree 29%  Strongly Agree 38.7% 
 
Comments on the above question: _______________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

16. Please rate the importance of the following potential projects on a scale of 1 (lowest) to 10 (highest):

a. ____ Riverfront Park landscaping 
b. ____ Riverfront Park band shell 
c. ____ Riverfront/downtown restrooms 
d. ____ West Pier public access 
e. ____ East Pier public access repair 
f. ____ Pier walkway lighting 
g. ____ Marina upgrade and expansion 
h. ____ In-floor artificial ice in arena 
i. ____ Enclosed heated viewing area in arena 
j. ____ Arena dasher boards renovation 

k. ____ Engineering study for arena options 
l. ____ Second Little League field renovation 
m. ____ Snowmobile trails (develop & groom) 
n. ____ Skate park 
o. ____ Marina pavilion 
p. ____ Hiking/biking/x-country ski trail 
q. ____ Township Park beach observation 

platform 
r. ____ Township Park pavilion & restrooms 

 
 

If you are interested in volunteering to assist with local recreation projects, please check one or more of the following 

options and leave contact information:  

___ Volunteer time/labor Name & Phone/E-Mail: ____________________________________________________ 

___ Donate equipment use             Address: ____________________________________________________ 

___ Donate materials                               ____________________________________________________ 

Additional information: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please write general comments on Village/Township recreation facilities & programs on the back of this page. 

Thank you!  Your input is important to help identify and prioritize recreation projects.

Survey results will be included in the draft 2012-2016 Recreation Plan, which will be available for public review early 

next year at least one month prior to a public hearing for its adoption. Notice of the draft's availability and the hearing 

will be publicized at the appropriate times. If you would like to be personally notified of the draft Plan’s availability, 

please leave contact information on the back of this survey and, if you prefer mail, a self-addressed stamped envelope. 
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Recreation Survey Results as Survey Gizmo Report 







































































































 

 

Appendix F 

 

Recreation Survey Charts 
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Appendix G 

 

Survey Comments Categorized



Notable Open-Ended Response Categories 

2011-12 Ontonagon Township & Village Recreation Survey 

Western Upper Peninsula Planning & Development Region 

 Township should construct a new public pavilion at south end of the park (33 comments) 

o Pavilion Area Activities (10) 

 Bands play for entertainment (3) 

 Area rented out for parties and gatherings (3) 

o Money (6) 

 Where will the money come from (3) 

 Prices at the park are high enough, wouldn’t this raise prices even more (3) 

o Accessibility (4) 

 Many people could enjoy the view who are unable to navigate in the sand (2) 

o Flush toilets should be installed (3) 

o A boardwalk or observation area should be installed (3) 

o Township Concerns (3) 

o Other (4) 

 What changes would you like to see made to the Township Park? (32 responses with some overlap) 

o Restore picnic area  that has changed over to campers (9) 

o Update the park (6) 

 More accessible and up-to-date restrooms needed (3) 

o Trails (5) 

 More ATV connection to trails (3) 

o Increase signage for public access to beach and campground (3) 

o Make park more available to outside visitors, locals don’t stay at their campsites every night (3) 

o Park upkeep (3) 

 Look after the buildings and pick up liter (2) 

o Other (8) 

 What changes would you like to see made to the sidewalk/pathway, or what ideas do you have with regard to its use? 

(25 responses) 

o Pathway upkeep (13) 

 Keep pathway free of sand (9) 

 Add garbage cans so there is less garbage (3) 

o Pathway changes (4) 

 Pathway make a loop (2) 

o Start a replanting program.  Many paths are destroying plant cover and contributing to sand blowouts and 

drifting (2) 

o Other (6) 

 What changes would you like to see made to the beach? (22 responses) 

o Suggested changes (10) 

 Restrooms, changing rooms (3) 

 Accessible paths to beach area (2) 

o Beach clean-up (7) 

 More trash cans available (5) 

 Keep sticks picked up (2) 



o Increased signage (3) 

 More signage to direct tourists to public beach areas (2) 

 Signs to have user clean up after use (1) 

o Other (2) 

 What changes would you like to see made to the boardwalk and Riverfront Park? (26 responses) 

o Clean-up  and Accessibility (19) 

 Grass mowed, trash picked up, boards repaired (9) 

 Make boardwalk more accessible (4) 

 Extend into downtown (4) 

o Add flush toilets (2) 

o Other (4) 

 The village should proceed with the 2009-2010 engineering plan for upgrades to and expansion of the existing marina 

(using grant funds as available) (29 responses) 

o Marina expansion important to the future success of the area (7) 

o The current marina is not full, is expansion necessary (5) 

o Not aware of engineering plan (3) 

o Keep the costs affordable, don’t raise the rates (3) 

o Boat dock locations (3) 

o Old mill site development (2) 

 Move it to the mill site and help condo and commercial development (1) 

 Consideration of what development will occur with the mill property might have an impact on the 

current marina and should be taken into consideration (1) 

o Clean up the current marina (2) 

o Other (4) 

 What changes would you like to see made to the recreation facility (25 responses) 

o General upgrades (painting, bathrooms) (6) 

o Continue to offer opportunities for children (5) 

o Increase open skating opportunities (4) 

o Access limited to those who figure skate or play hockey (3) 

o Longevity of the rink needs to be considered (2) 

o Other (5) 

 The Village should construct a pavilion off the marina parking lot near the lift piers for recreation and boating activities 

(13 responses with some overlap) 

o Funding (4) 

 Not the best place to invest money (3) 

 Where would the money come from (1) 

o At a different location (4) 

 At the Township Park (2) 

o Insufficient use of the area doesn’t warrant it (2) 

o Other (4) 

 The Village should construct a band shell at Riverfront Park (26 responses with some overlap) 

o Funding/use of building (6) 

 Would the building get used (4) 

 How would it be funded (2) 

o Location (5) 

 In the Township Park (2) 



o Increased community development and tourist attraction (4) 

o Musicians (4) 

 Would bands (such as a created village or cit band) play there? (3) 

o Keep the area clean (2) 

o Other (5) 

 The Village should upgrade landscaping at Riverfront Park (16 responses) 

o Plant additional trees and grass (7) 

o Maintain landscaping (4) 

o Make changes to the park (3) 

o Other (2) 

 What is the most desirable location for a skate park in the Village? (35 responses with some overlap) 

o Near school (9) 

o Near the marina (7) 

o Away from quiet places (3) 

o In an open, visible and accessible area (2) 

o Near the rec building (2) 

o Close to downtown (2) 

o In an affordable area (2) 

o In the vacant lot near the old car dealership (2) 

o Also include ice skating (2) 

o Other (6) 

 Additional comments on the skate park in the Village (22 responses with some overlap) 

o Kids need something to do (8) 

 Involve kids in the planning, fundraising and construction process so they have a feeling of ownership 

(1) 

o Insurance costs and liability concerns (4) 

o Monitor and maintain the park (4) 

o Make it nice enough to attract the kids (2) 

o Other (3) 

 The Village should construct a hiking/biking/cross-country ski trail through the Village and acquire maintenance and 

grooming equipment for it (27 responses) 

o This would bring tourists to town and be used by residents (13) 

o Where would the money come from (4) 

 Apply for complete streets funding to improve sidewalks and streets, as well as trails in Ontonagon (1) 

o Increase ATV trails (4) 

o Would the trails be used (2) 

o Other (4) 

 Additional comments/suggestions regarding Ontonagon Village/Township recreation facilities and programs. (25 

responses) 

o Keep youth and tourism at the center of development (6) 

 Make the downtown more friendly and restore buildings (2) 

o Increase ATV/Snowmobile connector trails (4) 

o Further development of the Ontonagon airport (3) 

o Where will the funding come from, use grants (2) 

o Increase access to township park areas during non-camping months (2) 

o Other (8) 
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Public Comment Period Announcement Minutes
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Press Release: Public Review Period 



       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

News Release 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

 

Media Contact:  

Ashley Curtis, Executive Assistant 

906.482.7205, ext. 320 

acurtis@wuppdr.org 

 

 

April 25, 2012 

 

 

Ontonagon Village and Township Recreation Plan Available for Review 

 

The Western Upper Peninsula Planning and Development Region (WUPPDR) has recently assisted the 

Ontonagon Township and the Village of Ontonagon with the development of their five-year recreation 

plan spanning 2012 through 2017. 

  

The draft of the 2012-2017 Recreation Plan is available for a one-month public review and comment 

period prior to a public hearing for its adoption. The plan are available for review at the Ontonagon 

Township Library and the Village Office. The plan is also available for review online at 

www.wuppdr.org. 

 

Comments must be received by May 25 and may be mailed to: WUPPDR, P.O. Box 365, Houghton, MI 

49931. They may also be dropped off at WUPPDR’s office at 393 East Lakeshore Drive in Houghton or 

e-mailed to Jerald Wuorenmaa, Assistant Planner at jwuorenmaa@wuppdr.org.  

 

 

### 
 

Western Upper Peninsula  
Planning & Development Regional Commission 

                                 P.O. BOX 365, HOUGHTON, MICHIGAN 49931 

                                 906-482-7205 
 
FAX 906-482-9032  E-MAIL: info@wuppdr.org  

http://www.wuppdr.org/
mailto:jwuorenmaa@wuppdr.org
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Notices of Public Review Period 



Village, Township Joint Recreation Plan       

Review 

There will be 30 day review availability for the 

proposed Joint Recreation 2012-2017 Plan.  The 

proposed Plan will be available for Public review at 

both the Village Office and the Township Library 

from April 25 to May 25th.  Following the Review 

period there will be a Joint Village/Township 

public hearing to receive comments and or 

approve the plan.  Public comments can be E-

Mailed to jwuorenmaa@WUPPDR.org.    

                                       

 





 

 

Appendix K 

 

Written Comments Received 



2012-2017 Village of Ontonagon/Ontonagon Township 

Consolidated Recreation Plan 

Written Public Comment Summary 

 Summer sports and recreation are potential growth areas (along with winter sports) 

o Action: Mention of this added top of page 5 

 On-Tran location incorrectly stated as at airport (it is actually west of town off M-64) 

o Action: Corrected 

 Map 3 shows snowmobile and not ORV trails/routes or Courtney Lake equestrian trails 

o Action: ORV routes added to map 

 Water and ORV trails are not included as growth opportunities even though ORV access to 

the Village is limited 

o Action: Blanket statement added bottom of page 27 

 Consistent with water trails being developed, Village should create non-motorized boat 

staging area on slough and motorized day use docking area on river to promote village 

o Action: None taken 

 Recreation Commission should investigate use of the former rail corridor from Ontonagon 

to Rockland as a paved bicycle trail 

o Action: None taken 
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Ontonagon Herald Public Hearing Notice Affidavit 
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Public Hearing Minutes
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Adoption Resolutions (2)
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Rationale for Projects in 2007-2011 Village Recreation Plan 



VILLAGE OF ONTONAGON RECREATION PLAN 2007-2011 
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RATIONALE FOR VILLAGE OF ONTONAGON  
POTENTIAL RECREATION PROJECTS 

 
1. Recreation Building Improvements 

Minor improvements and dasher board rehabilitation is needed to eliminate safety concerns, 
such as skaters exposure to the chain link fences and for visitor safety from exposure to pucks 
and hockey sticks. 

 
2. Riverfront Park Pavilion 

The pavilion is needed to provide shelter for park users during changing weather condition 
experienced quite often in the Upper Peninsula. 

 
3. Riverfront Bandshell 

The Village hopes to capitalize on its waterfront by providing the facilities to attract not only 
the local residents but also the area visitors.  The bandshell would be used on a weekly basis to 
host different bands providing cultural entertainment. 

 
4. Riverfront or Downtown Restrooms 

With the large number of tourists visiting the downtown area and riverfront there needs to be 
restroom facilities and would also complement the use of the park pavilion.  At the present 
time there are no public facilities in the downtown area. 

 
5. Lighthouse Public Access Walkway 

There is currently no public access to the historic lighthouse located at the end of the break 
wall to the main harbor. Additionally, a safe lighted walkway is recommended for public use. 

 
6. Slough Walkway 

In an attempt to capitalize on this valuable resource the Village is attempting to develop a 
linkage between the downtown and the island.  The plan calls for development of this resource 
with the first step being the linkage from Houghton Street across the slough to the island and 
then along the old island road to the historic fishing village then over the river to the marina 
and terminate at the River Park.  With the relocation of the M-64 bridge, a walking route is 
needed to access the island from the downtown business district. 

 
7. Island Picnic Pavilion 

Historically the island was a thriving commercial fishing industry which now has the remnants 
of old fishing shacks.  The Village’s plan calls for the available space to be a tourist attraction 
including a picnic pavilion, table and grills for a day use area. 

 
8. Riverfront Park 

In order to make an attraction the area needs to be cleaned up and landscaped to become 
aesthetically pleasing to the visitors. 

 
9. West Pier 
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Public access is needed to provide for fishing opportunities for fishermen without the use of a 
boat.  

 
10. East Pier Public Access Repair 

Due to an Army Corps of Engineers pier rehabilitation project in 1995, the boardwalk access to 
the east pier has been destroyed through erosion, and needs to be repaired or replaced. 

 
11. East and West Pier 

Both the walkway accesses need to be lighted for fishermen or pedestrians walking out to the 
break wall piers. 

 
12. Recreation Building 

The popularity of ice hockey in the Upper Peninsula is of major importance to the Village and 
Recreation Commission.  At present the Village’s recreation building goes through a major 
change to be prepared for the hockey season.  The need for in floor artificial ice making is 
needed to provide the area youth with good ice conditions to excel at their sport.  The current 
above floor coil system works but requires increasing maintenance and repair.  Off season 
storage strains the equipment and limits use of building and options for facility expansion such 
as indoor skate park, roller skating, etc. An in-floor system would accelerate process of making 
and clearing ice.   
 
The need for a heated viewing area for spectators is also as important to the game since more 
people will be able to enjoy the area games if they have a comfortable area in which to watch 
from.  An alternative includes coin operated suspended radiant type heaters similar to those in 
Iron Mountain and Eagle River to make viewing more comfortable. 

 
14. Additional Little League Field 

The existing ballfield is not adequate to handle the needs of the area. 
 
15. Expand Parking Area - Recreation Center 

With the increase in the use of the existing Recreation Center, additional parking is needed. 
 
16. Snowmobile Trail System 

The Village realizes the importance of this industry and wants to do all that it can in 
developing and maintaining the trail system.  In order to do this they plan to again this year 
make application for trail funds to maintain and expand the system in the Village and 
surrounding area. 

 
17. Lakeshore Drive Sidewalk 

One result of recreational survey was that a link needs to be established between the 
Ontonagon Township Park and the downtown business area.  A portion of this has been 
accomplished, but the final link is part of a cooperative effort between Ontonagon Village and 
Ontonagon Township. 
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18. Skate Park 
Local youth have frequently requested both by letter and by personal contact, to develop a 
skate park in a safer, more centrally located area.  If the Rec. Building gets the in-floor 
artificial ice (project 12), there could be potential to construct a movable wooden park inside 
the Rec. Building which would cost less than constructing an outdoor concrete park.  

 
19. Additional Docks-Marina 

In recent years we have had an annual waiting list for dockage space at the marina.  The 
additional docks would allow us to provide more space for larger boats. 

 
20. Day Slips on Island 

With the relocation of the M-64 bridge, the Village needs to provide an easier means of access 
to the downtown business district to boaters.  Without day slips, boaters would need to walk 
approximately 1.75 miles to get to the business district. 

 
21. Engineering Study – Recreation Center Options 

If the study of the Lakeshore property proves successful for the purposes of using it as a 
recreation facility, our first step will be to acquire the property. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




